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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To obtain an optical head which is optimum for a compact, 
especially thin optical disk apparatus by arranging an outer yoke and a 
permanent magnet between a movable coil and an optical disk, and inserting and 
arranging a part of or all of the outer yoke into the inside of the opening 
window of a cartridge containing the optical disk. 

CONSTITUTION: A carriage 1 for moving an objective lens 6 in the planar 
direction of an optical disk 10 and a linear motor for driving the carriage are 
provided. An outer yoke 5 and a permanent magnet 3 constituting the linear 
motor are arranged between a movable coil 2 and the optical disk 10. A part of 
or all of the outer yoke is inserted and arranged into the inside of an opening 
window 1 2 of a cartridge containing the optical disk 10. Therefore the 
thickness (s) of a space from the surface of the optical disk 10 to the outer 
surface of the cartridge is not become useless and can be used effectively as 
the region of the linear motor. In this way, the optical head wherein the 
thickness of the entire optical disk is small is obtained. 
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